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Revised Participant Program Guide

This program was originally created to be used by a parish, school, youth group, university, religious 
community, or other group that is interested in exploring how we as Catholics can respond to the call 
for urgent action on climate. Given recent world events, and the need for social distancing and in some 
places, imposed quarantines, we have revised it so that you can use it individually, or with your family. 

We know that these are challenging times and we pray alongside you for God’s grace and strength. 

The Covid-19 crisis is happening alongside the climate crisis. The Earth Day 2020 program is meant to raise 
awareness of the urgent need to care for Earth, our vulnerable brother and sisters, and help people take 
real action. You are making a difference! On behalf of creation and vulnerable peoples throughout the 
world, we thank you! 

In this hour-long program, you will have an opportunity to pray, learn, discuss, and take concrete actions, 
as individuals on behalf of God’s creation.

Commemoration of two anniversaries:

Earth Day: April 22, 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. Catholic Climate Covenant’s 2020 
Earth Day program focuses on the urgent need for climate action. It is designed to help the U.S. Catholic 
community commemorate the 50thanniversary of Earth Day, a secular celebration that many faith 
communities have incorporated into their annual calendars for awareness and action. Catholic Climate 
Covenant is joining with the Earth Day Network in its commemoration of Earth Day and lifting up the 
urgent need for “Climate Action”. 

Laudato Si’ Anniversary: This year also marks the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical letter, 
Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home. The anniversary will be marked between Laudato Si’ week 
(May 16-May 24) and June 18th (the date of the encyclical’s publication). In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis calls 
on the world to “dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet”. This program is a critical 
part of that dialogue. 

Though designed to commemorate these two anniversaries, please feel free to use the program at a time 
that is convenient.

OPENING PRAYER (1 MINUTE)

O Creator, 

Our world is large, and yet your Creation is so fragile.  
We glimpse the needs of our common home, of our sisters and brothers, 
and those needs are great. 

We want to turn away, but you call us back.  
We want simple solutions,  
but you want us to help solve the complex problems. 

Through your Church, you call us to listen, to learn, to reflect and to act. 

Give us a deep sense of our place in this web of Creation.  
Give us the wisdom of mind and generosity of heart to seek your will in the world today. 
Inspire us to respond to the call to live in solidarity with all of your Creation,  
so that the Earth, and all children of God might live in dignity and peace.

Amen

(Written by Education for Justice staff. Copyright © Reprinted with permission.)

EARTH DAY 2020
As part of your family’s celebration of Earth Day and the 5th Anniversary of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical letter, Laudato Si, we invite you to make a pledge of how you will care for God’s 
creation in 2020. Use the ideas below, or think of your own, and then write down your pledge 
for 2020.

15 Ways your Family Can Care For Creation
1. Pray. Set a time every day or week to pray as a family, thanking God for the gifts of creation 

and praying for its care.

2. Learn. Read Laudato Si, another book about environmental issues, or watch a documentary 
about caring for creation. 

3. Enjoy nature. Spend more time outside, take walks, and observe nature. 

4. Plant something. Plant a garden, tree and/or plants native to Ohio in your yard.

5. Pick up trash. Organize a community clean-up or go out as a family to clean up the Earth. 

6. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Re-use, re-purpose, and recycle what you can. 

7. Shop local and fair. Shop local businesses, second-hand shops, or from companies that sell 
fair trade items. 

8. Cut carbon emissions. Carpool, walk, bike, or use public transportation when possible.  

9. Save water. Take shorter showers, only do laundry when you have a full load, turn off water 
when brushing your teeth, etc. 

10. Invest in a reusable water bottle. And stop using plastic ones. 

11. Do not waste. Only purchase the food you need, use all that you have, and eat leftovers. 

12. Unplug. Turn off lights and unplug devices that use power continuously when not needed.

13. Conserve energy. Lower thermostat a few degrees in winter and raise it a few degrees in the 
summer. Open windows and use fresh air circulation when reasonable to do so. 

14. Care for the poor and vulnerable. Recycle toys, books, and clothes by donating them to a 
thrift store for others to use.  Support parish ministries who help those in need. 

15. Support movements and advocate. Join a movement, urge elected officials to work for a 
sustainable future and talk to your family about caring for God’s creation.
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“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to 
his or her own culture, experience, involvements and talents.”

– Pope Francis, Laudato Si, paragraph 14


